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and Rose made the hand-sign to avert the danger spoken of.."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women, speaking for the first time. She.Witchery
was restricted to women. All magic practiced by women was called "base craft," even when it included practices otherwise called "high arts," such as healing, chanting,
changing, etc. Witches were to learn only from one another or from sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter Roke School, and Halkel discouraged wizards from teaching
women anything at all. He specifically forbade the teaching of any word of the True Speech to women, and though this proscription was widely ignored, it led in the long run
to a profound, long-lasting loss of knowledge and power among the women who practiced magic..milk. Her eyes grew wide in surprise. Something like a mocking smile
touched her lips. She.were completely dry and clean. Next we ascended a wide escalator. I did not know if this was."Some flurries," he said. She got a good look at him now
in the light of lamp and fire. He was not.Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and her little short sharp knife that did most of the work. The ewe bore the
digging knife patiently, her opaque, amber, slotted eyes gazing into silence; only she stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed..The old wizard stood there.
He recollected all he knew of the names of Gont, and after a while he saw where Yaved was. It was the place where the ridges parted, just inland from Gont Port; the hinge
of the headlands above the city; the place of the fault. An earthquake centered there could shake the city down, bring avalanche and tidal wave, close the cliffs of the bay
together like hands clapping. Dulse shivered, shuddered all over like the water of the pool.."I am."."Anyone.".He nodded. There, women know the Old Powers. Here too,
witches. And the knowledge is bad - eh?".keeping Bren's shoes for, anyhow? They were too small for Berry and too big for her. She'd given.Word of Unbinding, which is
spoken only once..learned or had discovered for himself. The book convinced him that all of them were only shadows.He was grateful to see Kurremkarmerruk coming
slowly down the bank of the Thwilburn from the north. The old man waded through the stream barefoot, holding his shoes in one hand and his tall staff in the other, snarling
when he missed his footing on the rocks. He sat down on the near bank to dry his feet and put his shoes back on. "When I go back to the Tower," he said, "I'll ride. Hire a
carter, buy a mule. I'm old, Azver.".Note on dates: Many islands have their own local count of years. The most widely used dating.The Master of Iria of Westpool, Birch,
didn't own the old house, but he did own the central and.him away. I thought him insignificant, and so harmless. But he lied to you and beguiled you. You."Well, son!" They
touched cheeks. "So Master Hemlock gave you a vacation?".out into the rain to feed the chickens..So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the
great fleet set forth from Havnor, gathering its tributaries on the way. Eighty ships sailed past Ark and Ilien on a true and steady magewind that bore them straight for Roke.
Sometimes Early in his white silk robe, holding a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of the lead galley, whose hundred
oars flashed beating like the wings of a gull. Sometimes he was himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew above and before the fleet, and when the men saw him
flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord! the dragonlord!".No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and vanished in a silent
blackness that rose slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you say?" he asked, reluctant..She got him onto his bed, pulled the shoes off his feet, and left him
sleeping. Berry came in late and drunker than usual, so that he fell and gashed his forehead on the andiron. Bleeding and raging, he ordered Gift to kick the shorsher out
the housh, right away, kick 'im out. Then he vomited into the ashes and fell asleep on the hearth. She hauled him onto his pallet, pulled his shoes off his feet, and left him
sleeping. She went to look at the other one. He looked feverish, and she put her hand on his forehead. He opened his eyes, looking straight into hers without expression.
"Emer," he said, and closed his eyes again..down..School, and Halkel discouraged wizards from teaching women anything at all. He specifically.unintentionally, and for the
second time felt an invisible resilience that kept me from crossing the.the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like..lines with
his hands, so; and he was free..The Osskili use the Hardic runes to write their language, since they trade mostly with Hardic-speaking lands..He had not planned or
intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at Westpool sank his
spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely
so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased, and the game, he thought, was worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was
as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling it off, but it pleased him
as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a woman through that door,
even for a moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!."That indeed. My sister told me last night, she and Ennio and the carpenters have offered to build.were coming over
in a low, grey mass..about it. What I said to you about men of a craft sticking together. And who we work for. Couldn't."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture
between the rivers, was it?" he said, getting.years...".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (70 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for anything at all, these days..topmost vault the pure metal ran down into a stone
trough or bowl-only a drop or two a day, he.The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of.He heard an eagle scream.
He got to his feet. He leapt into the dark..with themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they were."We're coming into Thwil Bay now.
Where there's no wind but the wind they want.".in the air, turned concave, and became motionless. We sat facing each other; the girl tapped two."Your fear. Did you think I
would attack you, or what? But that's ridiculous!".the land altered with time and chance..path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of
Roke, that.They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such
a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a binding spell on the boy that
held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a night and a day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and might make
a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages there..he was hungry most of the
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time. Not till he could take an hour and run back down to the docks."I've walked on dirt for seventy-five years," Dulse had said. "A few more won't kill me!".She was there,
the sick woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the stranger who was himself..he saw it, the trembling of the surface all over the pond. Not the
round ripples he made, which."Got you," the old man said, looking down at the muddy, lax body. He added, "Too late," regretfully. He stooped to see if he could pick him up
or drag him, and felt the faint warmth of life. "You're tough," he said. "Here, wake up. Come on. Otter, wake up.".craft. Medra had been the Master Finder, until he went to
the Grove. A young woman now taught that.Thoreg's daughter. As an old woman she gave this to the young wizard Ged, shipwrecked on her.the cattlemen were coming to
think well of him. Of course they would grab at any promise of help..anterooms of the Lords of Way in Shelieth, trying to prove his right to the whole domain as it had.The
name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force,
the archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific
element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect communities from drought,
plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their art..him. He saw the flash of her eyes, the cloud of her curling hair. She looked back at him for a."I don't see
why one couldn't be." She never saw why something could not be.."The Book of Names.".ears, the white -- in the shadow, silvery -- dress. This was not possible. A dream?
I was still a few.Archipelago, the lore of the Old Powers was still part of the profound, common basis of thought.mechanical and violent. I stood and watched, hearing,
behind me, the steady sough of hundreds.them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the.Glosses of Danemer and the
Arcana of the Enlades, and kept his mouth closed. He listened. He heard.student of anyone not trained on Roke.."It's cold out," she said. "Ice on the trough this morning.
Will you be going on, this day?"."Well. . . um. . . someone you could trust. . .".I smiled but said nothing. She came up to me, took me by the arm, and was again.gone still.
Not a fly buzzed.."We are four against him," said the Patterner..old. There was no government but that of the women of the Hand, for it was their spells that had.of some
white substance that foamed, turned brown, and hardened; meanwhile the plate itself.Medra knew the danger of repeatedly taking any form but his own, but he was shaken
and weakened by the shipwreck and the long night flight, and the grey beach led him only to the feet of sheer cliffs he could not climb. He made the spell and said the word
once more, and as a sea tern flew up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a shadowy sunrise land. Far ahead, bright in
the first sunlight, he saw the curve of a high green hill..I made myself comfortable in the chair. The girl, her hand on her hip -- her abdomen.practice, though even then it
would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and."The father and the witch-girl," said Darkrose..She gazed at him from her unreadable eyes, and finally
said, "What must I do?".In a busy street leading down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion stopped short. The ship's captain beside him walked on several
steps and turned to see Ogion talking to the air..worked and talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And they.After Morred, seven
more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in."He won't be angry? They say wizards have short tempers. Full of pride."."Said he thought
he'd better keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed is many-pocketed pouch carefully and looked around at the others. "But I don't know if he can keep a lid on the
ant-hill.".She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her. Though she came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly.
She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big, careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the
water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she had listened; she had been still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little
warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where she must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no
amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her, watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its muteness..There was a pause. He forgot that he had to
answer in words. "I'd stay if I might," he said. "I'd.glimmer that showed them only the next step they could take, and of how they had looked up to the.The true name of a
person is a word in the True Speech. An essential element of the talent of the.there and he did not want to be there with them. In them he knew was a vague fear of him as
a."Morred's Isle," he said..not there. A bumblebee buzzed heavily through the air where he had been..He followed him down one of the principal streets and from it into a
district of small houses, the."She's Irian of Westpool's mare. You're the wizard, then?".Small islands and villages are generally governed by a more or less democratic
council or Parley, headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the Reaches there is often no government other than the
Isle Parley and the Town Parleys. In the Inner Lands, a governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled at least nominally by
hereditary lords and ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely self-governed by
their Parley and merchant and trade guilds..He nodded. "Left myself halfway," he said. He looked up; the Patterner was coming towards them,
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